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GROWING
YOUNG ADULTS
INTO CHURCH LEADERSHIP




"I think the responsibility of leadership in the church is not to

do slick meetings and not to figure out how to get 5,000

people through a facility in a weekend. It is to produce a
people like Jesus. Let's be a people who are actually
oroducing something on the ground that could totally

III

annihilate the enemy in our city. That's our job!

Graham Cooke

.
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"...data from the 2021 census, released by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics ... shows that just
44 per cent ot Australians now identity as

Christian, down -

rom 52 per cent five years

earlier anc

61 per cent in 2011.

SMH - June 28, 2022



AFFiliation with religion decreases, while connection to spirituality is strong

% who report no religion in

there is an ultimate purpose and meaning in life

there is one god

belief in a spiritual realm

The 2023 Faith and Belief Study
-results from Stats NZ, 2019



"Our secular society promises us that we can find ultimate
meaning and purpose as we look within ourselves. Selt-
discovery -"tfinding our authentic selt-"can provide every
resource needed to achieve fultiiment and happiness.
Anything that restrains selt-fultiiment is a threat to individual
and social wellbeing. This stands in stark contrast to the words
ot Jesus, who declared that anyone who wanted to be his
disciple and see life in the age to come must deny themselves
and take up their cross (Luke 9 v 23).”

Stephen McAlpine - Future Proof, 2024 cccuz;{f
Together Works Better. %



-Anxiety!
-ldentity
-LGBTQ+
-Societal divisions
-What is a Christian
-Pornography

-Mental and emotional health

-Digital Natives




"The modern self is exceptionally fragile. While having
the freedom to define and validate oneself is
superticially liberating, it is also exhausting: You and
you alone must create and sustain your identity. This
has contributed to unprecedented levels of depression
and anxiety and never-satistied longings for
affirmation.”

Tim Keller, The Atlantic, 2023
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ISCUSS:

How do you define
Christian leadership?




Helping people become more
ike Jesus

Helping people become more
useful for Jesus
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Discuss: What would be 4-5 wor:

le?




Joshua 1.6-9
“Be strong and courageous, foryou are the one who will lead

these people...

Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you. ..
Then you will be sucecesstul in everything you do.
Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day
and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it.
Only then will you presper and succeed in all you do...”
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Discuss

Can Christian leadership, then, be

defined as a form of discipleship?

Feel super free to disagree




"There is no such thing as a selt-made spiritual leader.

A true leader influences others spiritually only because

the Spirit works in and through him [or her] to a greater
degree than in those he leads.”

J. Oswald Sanders
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Discuss:

e \Why do some churches wait until
there is a lack of volunteers before
eveloping people? (And then often
we just grab anyone to fill a hole
e \Why do we seem not to be doing a
good job of discipling our people -
in general
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clear so we can work together towards

that vision!
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"Christians everywhere have undiscovered and unusea
spiritual gifts. The leader must help bring those gitts
into the service of the kingdom, to develop them, to

marshal their power. Spirituality alone does not make a
leader; natural gifts and those given by God must be

there too.”

J. Oswald Sanders
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Discuss:

-Why do many young adults
nhave no idea what God is
calling them to do?
-How has your church leo
everyone through growing in

their spiritual gifts?




d. Do It
Fruit. Fulfilment




Discuss:
What are some ways you have

'sate’ ministry opportunities?
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More Formal:
. . 4YA-1da Yy a week.

. SALT course. -bradcarr.nz




More Informal
. ldentify committed YA

. - l-on-]

. . Invest and equip

® " . Intentional conversations
- . “First Training”

é “ B
-

B2 - ldentify committed couples.



“The ftirst order of things to be changed is me, the
leader. After | consider how hard it is to change myself,
then | will understand the challenge of trying to change

others. This is the ultimate test of leadership.”
John Maxwell
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Discuss:

- Soo00 - what are two or three
key actions you need to add to
your leadership development?




